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balance the capabilities of distributors, wholesalers, re-tailers, and manufacturers, and call or standby
contracts with pre-negotiated prices, quantities, terms and conditions, and specifica-tions could have greatly
facilitated procurement operations. As I pointed out, there are many weaknesses in the Federal Gov-ernments
pre-disaster planning and contract management eIorts. We hope that the lessons learned from our findings
will help ad-dress weaknesses and be better prepared for future disasters. Mr. Chairman, this concludes my
prepared remarks. Ill be happy to answer any questions. Senator C. Thank you General. We look forward to
your OBURN report. 1 TESTIMONY OF PATRICK J. FITZGERALD, AUDITOR GENERAL, U. S. ARMY AUDIT AGENCY
Mr. F. Mr. Chairman and distinguished Members, ITZGERALD thank you for the opportunity to be here today to
discuss with you our oversight work related to the Hurricane. As the Armys Auditor General, Im responsible for
the worldwide operations of the U. S. Army Audit Agency. Army Audit is the internal audit organization and we
provide objective, independent audit services to the Army and to the Corps of Engineers in its disaster relief role.
AKer Hurricane Katrina, we met with the DOD and the GAO to design a plan to provide oversight for DOD funds
for relief and re-covery eIorts. As part of the plan, we assumed the responsibility for the Corps mission
assignments for debris removal, demolition, and repair of hurricane protection systems. Today Im going to
focus my statement on debris removal and our...
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