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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The second volume, Eureka and Democracy, is also divided into two
parts. The constitutional separation of New South Wales and the Port Phillip District in 1851 and the
establishment of Victoria as a separate colony coincided with the discovery of large deposits of gold. Although
the established colonial administration in New South Wales coped relatively well with the ensuing influx of
immigrants in search of success on the gold diggings, developments in Victoria were less auspicious. Coping
with setting up the new colony and the rapid growth in population proved difficult for Charles La Trobe, the
colony s Lieutenant-Governor leading to growing protest from diggers who, not without justification, felt
oppressed by colonial taxation and the colonial police. With widespread protest in 1851 and 1853, matters came
to a head in Ballarat in the final months of 1854 when a combination of colonial mismanagement, locally and
in Melbourne, and a burgeoning sense of in justice and tyranny led to the formation of a rebel stockade on the
Eureka gold field and its brutal repression by British troops and colonial police. It proved a pyrrhic victory for
the authorities that was damned for the heavy-handed nature of its actions during and after the attack on the
Stockade and was unable to convict any of those brought to trial for high treason the following year. How far
Eureka was responsible for political change in Victoria in the mid-1850s is debatable. The process of
establishing responsible government in the colony took place parallel to the increasing intensity of protest on
the goldfields and would have occurred whether there were protests or not. Nonetheless, the spirit of Eureka
played an important role...
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