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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: .the shame of perpetual deceit, my own ruin to the loss of my
self-respect. In the eyes of many people whose esteem | value, | stand still high; if | should change, | should fall
some steps lower. The world is still merciful to women whose constancy cloaks their illicit happiness, but it is
pitiless to a vicious habit. | feel neither scorn nor anger; | am answering you with frank simplicity. You are
young, you know nothing of the world, you are carried away by imagination, and, like all men of pure life, you
are incapable of the reflections induced by disaster. | will go further: If | should be of all women the most
mortified; if | had horrible misery to hide; if | were deceived and deserted at last--and, thank God, nothing of
that is possible--if, | say, by the vengeance of Heaven these things were, no one in the world would ever see me
again. And then | could find it in me to kill the man who should speak to me of love, if a man could still find me
where | should be. There you have the whole of my mind. Perhaps | have to thank you for having written to me.
After your letter, and especially after my reply, | may be quite at my ease with you at les Touches, follow the
bent of my humor, and be what you ask me to be. | say...
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