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edition. Excerpt: .from a given portion of the sample with that
produced by a definite quantity of a standard solution of
arsenic. Bird 2 made a careful study of the conditions under
which the arsenical stain on mercuric chloride paper may be
best obtained and identified, with especial reference to the
interference of the hydrides of sulphur, phosphorus, and
antimony. Although his work is extremely suggestive of a
quantitative application, he himself considers that the test is
only approximately quantitative, in that the stain obtained
from a given amount of substance, say beer, may be shown to
be greater or less than the stain representing a fixed limit of
arsenic for that amount. He also regards it as a true negative
test. Treadwell and Comment3 compared the stain obtained
from the action of arsine on argentic nitrate paper with a
series of stains from definite quantities...
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