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equally beautiful. It cannot be so dark, for gallic acid being much more insoluble than tannin falls to the
bottom whenever it is formed, and consequently leaves the supernatant liquid much weaker in its dyeing
properties. More recent discoveries have shewn that tannin is convertible into gallic acid by other and much
more rapid means than being left to absorb oxygen: these are by the common processes of inducing
fermentation. It is well known that fermentation is simply a derangement of the elements of certain complex
compounds, and the re-arrangement of these elements in different positions and proportions, giving rise to
new and altogether different compounds of a more simple nature. The primary compounds have been formed
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