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established and are implementing on-the-ground sage-grouse oriented conservation projects. Early on in this
process, the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) recognized the need to join in these efforts and
received funding from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) under the Candidate Species Conservation
Program to help develop a species conservation plan for sage-grouse in the Mono County area. This
conservation plan covers portions of Alpine, Mono, and Inyo counties in California and Douglas, Esmeralda,
Lyon, and Mineral counties in Nevada. A concurrent effort underway through the Nevada Governor s Sage-
grouse Conservation Team established Local Area Working Groups across Nevada and eastern California. The
Mono County populations of sage-grouse were encompassed by the Bi-State Local Planning Area, which was
comprised of six population management units (PMUs). The state agencies from California (CDFG) and Nevada
(Nevada Department of Wildlife; NDOW) responsible for the management of sage-grouse agreed to utilize the
process that had begun with the Nevada Governor s Team in order to develop local plans for conservation
planning and implementation. Resources from the USFWS were applied to several objectives in support of the
development of the Bi-State Local Area Sage-grouse Conservation Plan through a grant to the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS). Objectives included: (1) participate in the development of the Bi-State Conservation Plan, (2)
compile and synthesize existing sage-grouse data, (3) document seasonal movements of sage-grouse, (4)
identify habitats critical to sage-grouse, (5) determine survival rates and identify causal factors of mortality, (6)
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