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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915-01-01 Excerpt: .and even of eloquence and wit. If these words of Puvisde
Chavannes be true, then we know that one of the secrets of Pennell s art lies in his power of selection. And this
bears out a statement made by him that he seemed to have the faculty of choosing an advantageous position
from which to make his drawing. If | mistake not, he said that this faculty had been his, early in life, and he
often wondered if some day it would desert him. But if he really fears its loss, his fears are groundless, because
it is the mental position he chooses, not the merely physical; because, in short, he is Pennell. THE WOOLWORTH
BUILDING From the etching by JOSEPH PENNELL in the Brooklyn Museum Is there nothing but despair then, for
those who must work and work and work; who must inquire with patience how other more brilliant minds
make their masterstrokes? | think not, for | know no one who has learned more from others than has Pennell.
Indeed, he pretends to no originality. He has said many times that he is merely trying to carry on the work of
past masters; of following tradition. Not that mere copying of the past which is the equipment of the
academician; not that taking of the skin of truth, stuffing it, and calling it life; but that constant effort to learn
the principles of others, rather than the imitation of their practices. Nor has...
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